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with it to any practical purpose ; and men of that
class from which socialists of the higher kind are
recruited,  are  men  who  fail  to  understand   the
modern industrial process, because they are hindered
by  their  temperament  from   giving  a  sufficient
attention to its details.     They derive from them
vivid impressions, but no practical knowledge, like
Turner when he painted   a train swathed in its
own vapour, and flushing the wet air with the fires
of   its   lamps   and   furnace.    From   a   study  of
Turner's picture of " Rain, Steam, and Speed," it
would  be impossible   for  any  human   being   to
conjecture how a locomotive was constructed.    It
would   be   still   more   impossible   to   form   any
judgment as to how its slide-valves, or its blast,
or the tubes of its boiler might be improved.    It is
similarly   impossible  for  men   of the   socialistic
temperament to understand the general process of
industry, or to judge how it can and how it can
not be altered, from the purely spectacular impres-
sions which its intricate parts produce on them.

But the ingrained inability of such men to
understand that which they would revolutionise
does not reveal itself in their errors of theory only.
It reveals itself still more strikingly in their own
relations to life. If we allow for exceptional cases,
such as that of Robert Owen, who was in his
earlier days a competent man of business, we shall
find that the theorists who desire to socialise wealth
are generically deficient in the higher energies that
produce it Though they doubtless could, like